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Numes. XI. 


The LAY-MONK. 





Trahimur omnes lauds fludio, & optimus quifque maxime glo- 
ria ducitur ; Philofophi ettam in libris, quos de contemnenda 
gloria feribunt, nomen fuum infevibunt. ‘Yul. 





From Monpay, December7. to WepNeEsDay, December 9. 1713. 





Ame, which is the Opinion the World ex- 
preffes of any Man’s excellent Endowments, 
is the Idol to which the fineft Spirits have 
in all Ages burnt their Incenfe ; and the 

more generous and elevated any Genins is, the 
more vehement is his Thirft, and the more eager 
are his Purfuits after this alluring Object. What- 
ever Power is invok’d, this is the real Mufe that 
infpires the Poet, fiocks his Imagination with 
beautiful Ideas, and kindles in his Breatt the Di- 
vine Rapture. This glorious Prize at once dazles 
and animates che Warrior: "Tis the Appiaufe, 
the Triumph, the Pleafure of being deafen’d with 
Acclamations, and diftinguifh’d and pointed at 
by the People, that makes him fo patient of Toil, 
and pufhes him amidit a 'Thoufand Dangers. As 
the powerful Inftin&ts of Renown excite an ambi- 
tious Monarch to repeat his Conquefts, and enlarge 
his Empire, fo they raife up Heroes to oppofe his 
Arms, and check his Encroachments: Thus from 
the fame Spring and Principle of Agtion, Nations 
are fometimes enflav’d, and fometimes deliver’d. 
This warms the Patriot with Zeal, and makes 
him think he is only ferving his Country, while 
he is pleafing himfelf with Purfuits of Popularity. 
This {mooths the Tongue of the Senator, and 
makes it flow with Eloquence 5 and it were to be 
wifh’d, that none of the venerable Men, who dif- 
pence from the Pulpit Divine Inftruction, had 
their Lips touch’d a Coal from this Foreign 
Altar. Man 1s naturally a proud Animal, and 1s 
fond of nothing more : * the Breath of Fame, 
to footh his Vanity, and flatter his Self Admiration. 
Tho’ moft of the celebrated Authors among the 
Ancients wrote by the Impulfe of Vain-glory, and 
the Acquifition of Praife wasthe chief Reward they 
panted after, yet none fe frankly own this Paffion 
to be the Principle that infpired them, as Horace 
and Cicero: What Marks of Exultation and Rapture 
does the former exprefs upon the Profpeét of ima- 


ginary Immortality? How has Tully blemifh’d his 
Character, and obfcur’d his excellent Qualities by 
Se.f-Admiration, and by an open Acknowledg- 
ment, that he look’d on braife and Honour as the 
chief Reward of Vertue, and of ijluftrious Actions. 
I blufh for this Great Man, as often as I rcad the 
intemperate Expreffions of his Thirft of Glory, 
which fo frequent'y difhonour his vhpieate 
Writings. 

Tis furprizing and painful, to think that a Per- 
fon of his excellent Faculties, Learning and Wit, 
fhould be fo extravagantly tranfported with this 
Paffion. When he Saks his Invectives againit 
Anthony, Who would have thought that he was 
only flattering himfelf, and pronouncing a Pane- 
gerick upon his own Eloquence and Zeal for his 
Country; That when he defended Rofcius, he 
took upon him a Theatrical Perfon, as much as his 
Client had ever done, and only acted the Friend 
in great Perfection; and that when he accus’d Ca- 
taline, he only applauded the vigilant Conful, 
magnify’d the Patriot, and entertain’d the Senate 
with his own Praife 2? And yet, ’tis evident, that 
{uch was his infatiable Thirit after Applaufe, that 
whether he affum’d the Character of a Patriot or 
an Orator ; whether he arraign’d the Criminal, or 
vindicated the Innocent, he had always the iame 
View, and meant nothing but by various Means to 
procure Glory to himfelf. 

A Writer in love with himfelf is fo puff’d up 
with Applaufe and Popularity, that the Mifer does 
not enjoy more Satisfaction in furveying his Heaps 
of Treafure, than the Author who ecchoes to him- 
felf the Encomiums of the People, gives in to the 
general Opinion of his Merit, and approves the 
Taite and Judgment of his Admirers. Hence he 
draws in his Imagination his own Piéture, with 
fuch amiable Features, and fets it off with fuch 
Beautiful Colours, that he is ravifh’d with the 
Reflection ; and no Sycophant can footh an afpiring 
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Prince with more artful Touches of Adulation, 
than thofe, with which fuch an Author feeds his 
own Vanity 5 no Man being fo hearty and finifl’d 
a Flatterer, as he that is making his Court to him- 
felf. 7 

Nor is the Merit of a great Warvior, in the Pur- 
fuit of Glory, unlke to that of a felf-admiring 


Author. Fame, however thin and airy, is the 
Food of fine and creat Spirits, that are not endow’d 
with a more {ublime and generous Principle 5 and 
to the Detire of {mmortality, however empty and 
imaginary, are owing for the moit part rhe At- 
chievements of Heroes and Patriots: ‘Thefe fatter 
themielses, that after Dearh the: fhall live by the 
Breath of Fame, and be carry’ up and down the 
World, like the airy Phaatems or Apparitions of 
E turns Vis true, in this they conf fs the Be tef 
of a future State ; for it cannot be imagin’d why 
they fhould defire to be fpoken of with Honour 
after their Deceafe, if they did not believe 
they fhould ftill exift in a conicious State, and en- 
joy the Encomiums beftow’d by Pofterity on their 
Names: Yet this wiil not deferve the App llation 
of Vertue ; for if the fine Writer or brave Warrior 
terminate all their Views upon themfelves, if 
the Author only contemplates the bright Ema- 
nitions of his Mind, as reflected and co uing 
back to him!) in Giory and Praife 5 and the Sol- 
dier teles the Field, and performs Wonders, 
chiefly to: Lavrelsand Admiration; tho’ this ap- 
preoches che neareft to true Merit ofany thing that 
3s fhort of it, yer their A@tions foringing from a 
wrong Principle, and directed to an unwarrantrble 
End, are but {plendid Illufions, «nd Faults difeuis’d 
under the beautifui Appearance of Vertue. 

It is the incommunicable Prerogative of the fu- 

reme Being to fearch the fecret Thoughts, and 
Vieern the Bent and Inclination of the Mind, and 
therefore no Man by immediate Infpection into the 
Receffes of the Soul, can charge upon another the 
Guilt of aéting from a Principle of Vain-glory : 
But there is one certain diltinguifhing Mark, that 
difcovers this irregular Spring to one’s felf and to 
others, and that is, if the Hero or Patriot, the 
Philofopher or Poet, who pretend the Good of 
their City, their Country and of Mankind, fhould 
in other Inftances exprefs a Contempt of Mora! 
Obligations, and become Praétifers of Vice, and 
Patrons of Impiety. ’Tis impoftible thefe Men can 
be govern’d by a genuine Principle of Vertue, 
which never fails to produce an equal and uniform 
Series of good and generous A&tions. 

Thefe RefleGions cannot but elevate our Con- 
ceptions, and engage the Mind in the Contempla- 
tion of the admirable Conduét of Providence, 
which makes ufe of culpable Paffions and irregu - 
tar Principles, fubftituted by Men in the Place of 
fincere Merit, to bring about Ends of the greatett 
Importance and Benefit to Mankind. Ifno great 
or illuftrious AGtions, in which the Common Good 





and the Happinefs of Civil Societies ts concern'd, 
were to be pertorni'd by any but Ditinterelied Men 
who aét from a Motive of real Vertue, How often 
would States an.i Kingdoms be involv’d in Confu- 
fion and Ruin, while no Warriors would be found 
to defend, nor Statefmen to direét and rule them 2 
But when Principles of Vertue are wanting, as ap- 
parently they are in the Mats otf Mankind, the de- 
fire of Popu.arity and falle Glory, by the wife Ad- 
minittration of the Moderator of the World, ma 
great Meaiure fupplies their Abfence. 


By what firong Impulfe anxious Mortals frive 
Thaitheiv own Fanérals they may long furvive® 
Chirma d unth its Splendor, all at Glory cim, 

And ordent chmb the tempting Heights of Fame, 

Beho.d for this imaginary Goed, 

Intrepid Warriors wade thro Seas of Blood ! 

Sages for this, with painful Labour Spent, 

Subvert old Syftems, and new Schemes invent. 

Now aive to wew the Wonders of the Main, 

Then range the Meteors, curious to explain t 
The Birth of infant Storms,and fecret Springs of Rain, 
While others, fiudious “midft the frarry Skie ‘, 

Explore New Worlds with late invented Eyes ; 
Defcribe the Empire which the Sun controuls , 

And how each Planet round its Ceuter rowls, 

__ The Pcets own their veftie/s Aims afpire 

To lafing Fame ; for this they firing the Lyre, 4 
Exert thew Genius, and exhaun ft their Fire, 

And yet thei Atomes, fcatter d by the Wind 

Thro the wide Void, or to the Tome confin’d, 

Of all we fay, unconjcious fall remain, 

yi hey tafie no Pleafure, as they feel no Pain, 
Does Maro fuiile, when we extol bis Lays, 

Or Turty lefen, in his Urn, to Praife ? 

Do Shouts of Triumph footh eveat C.xsar’s Ear? 
Or Fame, young Ammon, thy cold Ajkes cheer ? 

While foolifh Men, with vain Ambition try 
To live in Sund, and Names that never die ; 
Exalted Minds fhould Toil fu seriov bear, 

More Hazards run, and warmer Zeal declare, 
Whofe cenerous Thoughts, injpiv'd by Vertue, aim 
At blifsful Life, and true immortal Fame, 


N. B. lt being one End propos'd by the Society in this 

aper, to cultivate a Converjation with the Abfent, by 
which Means, they may at once relieve and improve thetr 
Retirement ; all Gentlegien who will be pleased to com- 
muUnicate their Thoughts for the forwarding of our Defign, 
are Hefired to diveét their Letters, paying the ht ie to 
Mr. Jacob Ravenfcrott, to be left at Mr. Roberts’s in 
Warwick-Lane. 

Note, Mr. Freeman makes the fame Invitation to the 
Ladies. 

This Paper may be had at Mr. Harrifon's by the 
Royal Exchange; Mrs. Dodd’s and Mrs. Boulter’s 
without Temple-Bar ; and Mrs. Bond’s at Charing- 
Crofs. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 


On Saturday next will be Publifh’d. 
Pra-exiftence, a Poem, in Imitation of Milton. Printed 
for Fohn Clark, atthe Bible and Crown in the Old-Change, 
near St. Pawl’s: And may alfo be had of F. Roberts in 
Warwick-lane, F. Harvifon by the Royal-Exchange, A. 
Dodd without Temple-Bar, and R, Bond at Charing-Crofs. 
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